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IOSH, Northern Ireland Branch  

AGM 22
nd

 April 2015 

Venue SS Nomadic, Titanic Quarter, Belfast 

Hamilton Dock, Queens Road, Belfast BT3 9DT 

 

 

 

 

 

       

       

Attendees:   (Bold indicates committee members) 
 

John Beattie Anne McGeenan 
Wendy Beatty Lynn Maitland 
Scott Bell Stephen McCausland 

Ruth Blakely Barry MaGeenan 

Hayley Burgess Richard McIvor Chair 

David Cooke Kevin Napier 

Paul Colquhoun Jackie O'Neill Secretary 

Sean Cox David Orr 

Gerard Debrun Ken Reid Committee  

Danny Dougdale Phil Roach 

Gary Ferguson Valerie Robinson Committee 

James Fenton Norita Robinson Network co-ordinator 

Will Finlay Andrew Russell 

Laura Gillespie Committee Helena Smith 

Brian Goodfellow  Charles Somerville   

John Harris James Thorne Acting Membership Director 

John Haulton Stephen Tweed 

Stuart Jameson Gary Whiteside 

Wilson Lambe Committee John Winnery 

Ally Laverty   
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1.0 Attendance and Apologies – opening address 

 
Richard McIvor, Chair person opened the meeting by thanking everyone for their attendance.  
Richard provided the members with guidance on health and safety arrangements on the Nomadic 
and requested that all mobile phones should be switched off for the duration of the meeting. 
 
The chair went on to thank those who had travelled to attend the meeting and in particular James 
Thorne from IOSH GB and Norita Robinson, Network co-ordinator, Dublin Office.  
 
The chair provided an overview of how the meeting would run and asked if there were any 
questions before moving on to recording of apologises.   

 
2.0 Recording of apologies. 

 
Jackie O’Neill, branch secretary provided a list of apologises received and requested any further 
apologies from the floor.  The following apologies were received: 
 

• William McNaul 

• Kieran Robinson 

• Emma Gilmore 

• Michael Murray 
 

No other apologies received. 

 
3.0 Minutes of previous AGM 11 March 2014 

 
The chair provided and read a summary of the last minutes to the attendees at the AGM.  The 
chair declared that he had approved the minutes. The chair asked for a proposer and seconder to 
approve the minutes.    The minutes had been agreed as accurate by Charles Somerville and 
Wilson Lambe. 
 
The chair stated that the new minutes of the 2015 AGM will be placed on the NI IOSH web site 
once typed and approved within the next couple of weeks.  
 

 
4.0 Treasurer report 

 
The chair passed on apologies for the Treasurer, Emma Gilmore, who was on holidays and 
unable to attend the AGM. 
 
The chair provided an overview of the income and expenditure account for the period ending 31st 
March 2015.  The chair went on to state that the branch had secured extra funding for the 
forthcoming year which will be used for additional events.   
 
The chair asked if there were any questions regarding the budget.  
 
No queries or comments received.  
 
The chair asked for a proposer and seconder to acknowledge that the accounts were accurate. 
This was provided by Laura Gillespie and Kenneth Reid. 
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5.0 Branch Chair’s report for 2014. 
 
The chair provided an overview of current membership statistics for the branch. 
 
There are 667 members in total of which over 472 are paid members.  Construction continues to 
be the strongest category with environmental and waste management the second highest 
category. 
 
The chair reporting on the events which took place since the last AGM as follows: 
 
Environmental Regulations 23rd September 2014. Crumlin Rd Goal.  The speaker took ill on 
the morning of the event and the Network co-ordinators informed members by e-mail. Despite the 
lack of speaker 53 members turned up for networking, lunch and to avail of the free tour. 
 
You’re Nicked 18th November 2014 Riddell Hall.  Full day event with 68 members attending.  A 
diverse range of speakers including Jason Anker who told a heartfelt story about his workplace 
accident. 
 
Environmental Law 20th January 2015. The Mac Belfast.  Half day event with 67 members 
attending.  This event provided an in-depth overview of environmental legislation, some of which 
was very technical but never the less very educational with some interesting questions from the 
members. 
 
IPD/CPD 24th February 2015.  Wellington Park Hotel.  Half day event with 50 members attending. 
John Young, from IOSH GB provided the members with clear guidance on how best to update their 
IPD/CPD.  The session was very interactive with very good feedback received.  
 
The chair stated that all in all attendances have been good and asked members to contact the 
team regarding possible venues/events of interest for future seminars/meetings. 
 
The chair announced that there have been four committee meetings since the last AGM which 
took place in a local golf club in Belfast who have kindly provided the venue free of charge. 
 
 
The chair discussed additional meeting’s / events attended on behalf of IOSH NI since previous 
AGM in 2014 
 

• Farmsafe (June 14 – HSENI) Keith Morrison) to assist develop their stage 2 action plan  

• CEFNI – Judging Panel, June & August 14, Awards Function in Oct 14 (to be repeated for 
2015) Keith Morrison & Carole Johnston / DELL 

• CEFNI – Occupational Health – John Armstrong 

• HSENI – Nancy Henry / Scott Bell (Build Health) 

• Review of New CDM regulations with the NISG and IOSH 

• Liaison with NISG, support from Wilson Lambe & Ernie Spence re calendars of events 

• IOSH Networks Conference – 3 days in Nov 14 & agreed current budget, support from 
Norita & Wilson Lambe (Jackie O’Neill also attended) 

• Chair and Secretary plan to attend the ROI IOSH 10th June 2015 conference on behalf of 
IOSH NI to develop relations 

• Attended re-launch of ROI IOSH construction group at CIF  
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The chair discussed the new programme for 2015/2016 which was provided to members 
at the meeting. He also stated that the programme may be subject to change and that all 
members should continue to visit the web site.  It was noted that at times it is difficult to get 
the correct literature on the web site which is current and relevant to the members.  The NI 
IOSH branch is working hard with the web team in IOSH GB to resolve this matter. 
 
The chair also stated that the IOSH committee are working closely with NISG and others 
to ensure there is no duplication of programmes or clashes with dates.   
 
The programme for 2015/2016 will now be uploaded to the web site within the next week. 
 
 
    

 

 
6.0 Election of members to the Branch Committee for 2015 
 
One nomination was received from Hayley Burgess who is a chartered IOSH member. Hayley 
applied for the post of committee member.  The IOSH HQ and branch secretary received Hayley’s 
nomination which was proposed by Valerie Robinson and Seconded by Kieran Robinson.  The 
chair also asked the floor for proposals which were given by Kenneth Reid, Brian Goodfellow and 
Wilson Lambe.  The branch secretary will liaise with Norita Robinson to confirm good standing of 
new committee members. 
 
No one had contested the existing roles nor was there more than one nomination for any 
particular role which meant there was no requirement for ballot voting. 
  

 
7.0 Election of Principal Branch Officers for 2015 
 
The chair stated that changes have been made to the length of time committees members can 
retain their role with principal officers now only holding the role for one year and need to be  
re-elected. The following committee members completed nomination re-election forms which were 
sent to IOSH HQ and approved by IOSH HQ and Norita Robinson, Local Network Co-ordinator.  
 
Richard McIvor – Chair  
Jackie O’Neill - Secretary 
Emma Gilmore – Treasurer  
Laura Gillespie – Committee member 
Wilson Lambe – Committee member 
 
The chair stated as the forms were already proposed and seconded there was no need to request 
same from the floor.  The chair asked if members were happy this and there were no objections. 
The branch secretary shall liaise with Norita Robinson to ensure CPD for all committee members is 
up to date. 
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8.0 Speaker - James Thorne from IOSH - Acting Membership Director “Health & Safety 

Myths”  “Overview of What’s happening at IOSH” 
 

The chair introduced James Thorne who took the floor to provide a short overview on updates 
within IOSH. James Thanked the chair for the invitation to attend and to speak to the members. He 
stated that he is delighted to meet and talk to members which offers an insight to what is happening 
at ground level.  James Thorne provided some background information on developments within 
IOSH. 
 
 
9.0 Any other business and Chair persons close 
 
The chair asked if there were any other questions to which Brian Goodfellow responded by asking 
for an update on the Farm Safe Programme in which IOSH are involved. The chair provided some 
details on meetings with the HSENI and how the IOSH committee had reviewed the Farm safe 
action plan. The chair asked J O’Neill to provide some further details on progress to which Jackie 
stated that besides meetings and reviews of action plans that progress had been made with a one 
day training programme and the HSENI may, at some point be keen to use. Jackie informed Brian 
Goodfellow that she would meet with him to discuss further progress. 
 
Charles Somerville asked about communication with IOSH/web site and James Thorne explained 
about IOSH plans for the future. 
 
Close of meeting 
The chair summarised proceedings of the day and thanked all those who attended. He asked for a 
round of applause for James Thorne for his presentation.  The meeting was closed at 
approximately 4pm. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


